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Claims 

[ci] A vehicular mirror comprising: 

a housing adapted to be mounted to a vehicle body, the 
housing having an opening therein; 
a mirror mounted within the housing and having a re- 
flective surface in register with the opening in the hous- 
ing; 

a mounting plate in register with the mirror; and 
a heater element mounted adjacent to the mirror to the 
mounting plate within the housing, the heater element 
being sizable to conform to a size of a selected one of a 
plurality of mirrors. 

[c2] The vehicular mirror of claim 1 wherein the heater ele- 
ment is sized to conform to the perimeter of the selected 
one of the plurality of mirrors. 

[c3] The vehicular mirror of claim 1 wherein the heater ele- 
ment is stretched to conform to the size of the selected 
one of the plurality of mirrors. 

[c4] The vehicular mirror of claim 1 wherein the heater ele- 
ment further comprises at least one row of spaced-apart 
penetrations and the penetrations form apertures when 



the heater element is stretched. 

[c5] The vehicular mirror of claim 4 wherein the penetrations 
are slits. 

[c6] The vehicular mirror of claim 5 wherein the slits are par- 
allel to each other. 

[c7] The vehicular mirror of claim 5 wherein the slits are in- 
clined relative to each other. 

[c8] The vehicular mirror of claim 1 wherein the at least one 
row of spaced-apart penetrations comprises at least two 
rows of spaced-apart penetrations. 

[c9] The vehicular mirror of claim 8 wherein the penetrations 
in a first row of the at least two rows of spaced-apart 
penetrations are spaced laterally from the penetrations 
in a second row of the at least two rows of spaced-apart 
penetrations. 

[cio] The vehicular mirror of claim 1 wherein the heater ele- 
ment is wrapped around at least one edge of the mount- 
ing plate. 

[ci 1] The vehicular mirror of claim 10 and further comprising 
a bezel wherein the heater element is attached to the 
mounting plate by the bezel which applies a clamping 
force to the heater element where the heater element is 



wrapped around the at least one edge of the mounting 
plate. 



[ci2] The vehicular mirror of claim 10 wherein the heater ele- 
ment further comprises a roll-formed seam along at 
least one edge wherein the heater element is attached to 
the mounting plate by the roll-formed seam which is re- 
tained against the mounting plate when the heater ele- 
ment is wrapped around the at least one edge of the 
mounting plate. 

[ci3] The vehicular mirror of claim 1 wherein the heater ele- 
ment is an elliptical spiral and an end portion of the el- 
liptical spiral can be removed to conform the heater ele- 
ment to the size of the selected one of the plurality of 
mirrors. 

[ci4] The vehicular mirror of claim 1 wherein the heater ele- 
ment is an elliptical spiral and the elliptical spiral is 
stretched to conform the heater element to the size of 
the selected one of the plurality of mirrors. 

[ci5] A heater element for a vehicular mirror wherein: 

the heater element is selectively sizable to conform to a 
size of a selected one of a plurality of mirrors. 

[ci6] lie heater element of claim 15 wherein the heater ele- 
ment is sized to conform to the perimeter of the selected 



one of the plurality of mirrors. 



[ci7] The heater element of claim 15 wherein the heater ele- 
ment is stretched to conform to the size of the selected 
one of the plurality of mirrors. 

[ci8] The heater element of claim 15 wherein the heater ele- 
ment further comprises at least one row of spaced-apart 
penetrations and the penetrations form apertures when 
the heater element is stretched. 

[ci9] The heater element of claim 18 wherein the penetrations 
are slits. 

[c20] The heater element of claim 19 wherein the slits are par- 
allel to each other. 

[c2i] The heater element of claim 19 wherein the slits are in- 
clined relative to each other. 

[c22] The heater element of claim 15 wherein the at least one 
row of spaced-apart penetrations comprises at least two 
rows of spaced-apart penetrations. 

[c23] The heater element of claim 8 wherein the penetrations 
in a first row of the at least two rows of spaced-apart 
penetrations are spaced laterally from the penetrations 
in a second row of the at least two rows of spaced-apart 
penetrations. 



[c24] The heater element of claim 15 and further comprising a 
mounting plate wherein the heater element is wrapped 
around at least one edge of the mounting plate. 

[c25] The heater element of claim 24 and further comprising a 
bezel wherein the heater element is attached to the 
mounting plate by the bezel which applies a clamping 
force to the heater element where the heater element is 
wrapped around the at least one edge of the mounting 
plate. 

[c26] The heater element of claim 24 wherein the heater ele- 
ment further comprises a roll-formed seam along at 
least one edge wherein the heater element is attached to 
the mounting plate by the roll-formed seam which is re- 
tained against the mounting plate when the heater ele- 
ment is wrapped around the at least one edge of the 
mounting plate. 

[c27] The heater element of claim 15 wherein the heater ele- 
ment is an elliptical spiral and an end portion of the el- 
liptical spiral is removed to conform the heater element 
to the size of the selected one of the plurality of mirrors. 

[c28] The heater element of claim 15 wherein the heater ele- 
ment is an elliptical spiral and the elliptical spiral is 
stretched to conform the heater element to the size of 



the selected one of the plurality of mirrors. 

[c29] A method of manufacturing a vehicular mirror assembly 
comprising a mirror housing having an opening, a heater 
element, a mounting plate, and a selected one of a plu- 
rality of various-sized mirrors, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

selectively sizing the heater element to conform with the 
size of the selected one of the plurality of various-sized 
mirrors; and 

mounting the heater element within the housing adja- 
cent to the mirror. 

[c30] The method of claim 29 and further comprising the step 
of forming slits in the heater element. 

[c3i] The method of claim 30 wherein the slits are parallel to 
each other. 

[c32] The method of claim 30 wherein the slits are inclined 
relative to each other. 

[c33] The method of claim 29 and further comprising the step 
of stretching the heater element to conform with the size 
of the selected one of the plurality of various-sized mir- 
rors. 

[c34] The method of claim 29 and further comprising the step 



of wrapping the heater element around at least one edge 
of the mounting plate. 

[c35] The method of claim 34 and further comprising the step 
of attaching a bezel to the mounting plate after the 
heater element is wrapped around the at least one edge 
of the mounting plate so that the bezel applies a clamp- 
ing force to the heater element where the heater element 
is wrapped around the at least one edge of the mounting 
plate. 

[c36] The method of claim 34 and further comprising the step 
of forming a roll-formed seam along at least one edge of 
the heater element. 

[c37] The method of claim 36 and further comprising the step 
of attaching the heater element to the mounting plate so 
that the heater element is attached to the mounting plate 
by the roll-formed seam which is retained against the 
mounting plate when the heater element is wrapped 
around the at least one edge of the mounting plate. 

[c38] The method of claim 29 and further comprising the step 
of forming the heater element as an elliptical spiral. 

[c39] The method of claim 38 and further comprising the step 
of removing an end portion of the elliptical spiral to con- 
form the heater element to the size of the selected one 



of the plurality of mirrors. 

[c40] The method of claim 38 and further comprising the step 
of stretching the elliptical spiral to conform the heater 
element to the size of the selected one of the plurality of 
mirrors. 



